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freely amongst works of a more solid character.
On the whole he seems to deserve a higher place
than De Worde. It is rare, indeed, to find a
carelessly printed book of Pynson's, whilst such
books as the Boccacio of 1494, the Missal printed
in 1500 at the expense of Cardinal Morton, and
known as the Morton Missal, and the Intrationum
excellentissimus of 1510 were certainly the finest
specimens of typographical art which had been
produced in this country.

Pynson's earliest device consisted of his initials
cut on wood. In 1496 he used two new forms.
One shows his initials upon a shield surmounted
by a helmet with a bird above it. Beneath is his
name upon a ribbon, and the whole is enclosed in a
border of animals, birds, and flowers, The other
was a metal block of the same device, with two
naked figures as supporters. The border, which
was separate and in one piece, had crowned figures
in it and a ribbon. The bottom portion of this
border began to give way about 1500, was very
much out of shape in 1503, and finally broke
entirely in 1513. This border was sometimes
placed the wrong way up, as in the British Museum
copy of MandevilUs Ways to Jerusalem (G. 6713).
It was succeeded by a woodcut block of a much
larger form, which may be seen in the Mirroure of
Good Manners (s.a., fol). It has no border, the
initials print black on a white ground, while the
figures have a much better pose.